OPINION
Dr. A. Berricdalc Keith, D. C. L,, D. Liii. of the University of
Edinburgh writes:—
Gujarata has of late attained world renown as the home of
Mahatma Gandhi, the incarnation of the highest ideals of Hindu *
Dharma, the teacher of a living faith in work for humanity which
appeals to all that is finest in the spirit of India, and has won for his
motherland a measure of respect far greater than could ever be
achieved by material means. It is fitting therefore that it is a devoted
adherent of the Master, who has proved by sacrifice and hardship his
belief in his ideals, who has essayed to sketch the literary history
of his country in close relation to its political and cultural vicissitudes,
It is not merely pioneer work, but the field is vast, and the languages
used range from Sanskrit through Prakrit and Apabhranfei, to Old
and Modern Gujarat!, demanding an erudition remarkable in one who
has given so much time to public service and who himself is an out-
standing author, whose creative art (in the words of 1 >r* Taraporewala)
has brought life and beauty to GujaratI fiction and drama, and whose
philosophy of life has given to Gujarata both joy and strength.
It is indeed the outstanding merit of Mr. Munshi's work that it is
written by one who has studied deeply both the great masters of
European literature and the theory of their art, and who can thus put
true values on the work of the long series of writers of Gujarata.
Where it is possible for me to test his judgment, it appears singularly
happy and accomplished, and Gujarata should be deeply grateful to him
for his work of love, which recognises her accomplishment in letters,
but with admirable candour does not seek to conceal her shortcomings.
But the author in his love for his own land is fully conscious that
Gujarata can have no meaning and no future except as an expression
of Indian culture, and we must all share his hope that, under the
stimulus of modern civilisation and nationalism, we may see, within a
decade or so, the development of a national language and a common-
wealth of literatures, to which each province of Bharatavarsha will
have contributed of its best and noblest*
The thanks of all are due to the author for giving in original and
translation some of the finest passages of the works he criticises, and
for the useful discussion of the progress of language and of metrical
forms,

